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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is no 
antecedent basis for the term "the first button". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 7, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Leaf (US 2,524,814). 

Leaf teaches the following: 

1 . A pant leg adjustment mechanism comprising: 

at least one lengthwise portion, the lengthwise portion including a first inside seam and 
a second inside seam (see seam 31 in figures 1 , 3 and 4); at least one attaching 
mechanism (34, 35) fastened to each of the first inside seam and the second inside 
seam (34, 35); and at least one receiving portion (24, 25) positioned along a length of 
each of the first inside seam and the second inside seam for receiving the at least one 
attaching mechanism when the lengthwise portion is turned inwards (figures 1-5). 

2. The adjustable garment of claim 1 wherein the garment is a pair of trousers 
and the at least one lengthwise portion is a leg of the pair of trousers (figures 1 and 2). 

7. The adjustable garment of claim 1 wherein the at least one attaching 
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mechanism includes a hook (35) and the at least one receiving portion includes at least 
one loop (25) to which the hook is connected. 

9. A pant leg adjustment mechanism comprising: 

a plurality of slits (25, 24) positioned along a length of a first inside edge of the pant leg 
(figures 1, 3 and 4); 

a plurality of slits (25, 21) positioned along a length of a second inside edge of the pant 
leg (figures 1 , 3 and 4), 

wherein the plurality of slits (24, 25) positioned along the length of the second inside 
edge correspond in height to the plurality of slits (24, 25) positioned along the length of 
the first inside edge; a first attaching mechanism (34, 35) attached to a bottom portion of 
the first inside edge of the pant leg and a second attaching mechanism (34, 35) 
attached to a bottom portion of the second inside edge of the pant leg (figures 1 , 3 and 
4), wherein the first attaching mechanism (34, 35) is received by one of the plurality of 
slits (24, 25) on the first inside edge of the pant leg and the second attaching 
mechanism (34, 35) is received by the slit (24, 25) on the second inside edge of the 
pant leg that corresponds to the one of the plurality of slits (24, 25) on the first inside 
edge that receives the first attachment means (34, 35). 

10. The pant leg adjustment mechanism of claim 9 wherein the attaching 
mechanism includes at least one of a button, a cufflink, a t-bar and a hook (35). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leaf (US 2,524,814) in view of Gertz (US 2,375,554). 

Leaf teaches a pant adjusting means as described above in claim 1 . However, 
Leaf fails to teach the attaching mechanism being a fabric loop and the receiving portion 
being a fabric loop. 

In regard to claim 3, Gertz teaches an adjustment means comprising at least one 
attaching mechanism is a fabric loop (38). 

In regard to claim 4, Gertz teaches an adjustment means comprising at least one 
receiving portion is a button that receives the fabric loop (see figure 4, identifier 38, 36). 

It would have been obvious to have provided the pant adjustment means of Leaf 
with the loops and buttons as taught by Gertz, since the pant adjustment means of Leaf 
being loops and buttons would provide for a secure attachment that has to be 
manipulated to unfasten. 

6. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leaf (US 2,524,81 4) in view of Henry (US 461 ,434). 
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Leaf teaches a pant adjusting means as described above in claim 1 . However, 
Leaf fails to teach the attaching mechanism being a button and the receiving portion 
being a fabric slit. 

In regard to claim 5, Henry teaches an adjustment attachment wherein the at 
least one attaching mechanism includes one of a cufflink, a button, or a tie (D). 

In regard to claim 6, Henry teaches an adjustment attachment wherein the at 
least one receiving portion includes a slit through which the at least one attaching 
mechanism is inserted (b3). 

It would have been obvious to have provided the pant adjustment means of Leaf 
with the buttons and slits as taught by Henry, since the pant adjustment means of Leaf 
being buttons and slits would provide for a secure attachment that has to be 
manipulated to unfasten. 

7. Claim 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sanchez (US 4,149,275) in view of Gertz (US 2,675,554). 

In regard to claim 8, Sanchez teaches a pant leg adjustment mechanism 
comprising: a plurality of snaps (22, 26) positioned along a length of a first inside edge 
of the pant leg; a plurality of snaps (22, 26) positioned along a length of a second inside 
edge of the pant leg (see figures 1 , 2, 4, 5 and 6), wherein the plurality of snaps (22, 26) 
positioned along the length of the second inside edge correspond in height to the 
plurality of loops positioned along the length of the first inside edge (see figures 1 , 2, 4, 
5 and 6); a first snap (20) attached to a bottom portion of the first inside edge of the pant 
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leg and a second snap (20) attached to a bottom portion of the second inside edge of 
the pant leg, wherein the first snap (20) is received by one of the plurality of snaps (22, 
24) on the first inside edge of the pant leg and the second snap (20) is received by the 
snaps (22, 24)on the second inside edge of the pant leg that corresponds to the one of 
the plurality of loops on the first inside edge (figures 1 , 2, 4, 5 and 6). 

However, Sanchez fails to teach the adjustment mechanism being a plurality of 
buttons and an attachment loop. 

Gertz teaches an length adjustment mechanism comprising a plurality of buttons 
and an attachment loop (see figure 4, identifiers 38 and 36). 

It would have been obvious to have provided the pant leg adjustment mechanism 
of Sanchez with the fasteners of Gertz, since the pant leg adjustment of Sanchez 
provided with buttons and loops would provide a more secure pant leg adjustment, 
since the bottom and loop would not be able to unsnap by just adding force, because 
the button and loop fastening arrangement would have to be manipulated to become 
unfastened. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and are all cited in PTO-892 form submitted herewith. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alissa L. Hoey whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30)Second Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Alissa L. Hoey/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 



